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^ (54) Title: MODULATING DEVELOPMENTAL PATHWAYS IN PLANTS 



® (57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method to modulate plant growth or development by modifying genes in plants. The 
^ invention among others relates to modifying RKS genes or gene products as found in Arabidopsis thaliana or other plants. The 
^ invention provides a method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant or plant cell comprising modifying a gene or mod- 
ifying expression of said gene, wherein said gene is encoding a protein belonging to a signaling complex comprising RKS protein, 
ELS protein, NDR/NHL protein, SBP/SPL protein and RKS/ELS ligand protein. 
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Present claim 1 relates to a method encompassing an extremely large 
number of possible proteins. As in particular the claimed ligand 
proteins are not supported within the meaning of Article 6 PCT the 
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure (Article 
5 PCT), that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely 
the sequences as given in the sequence listing. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-13, 15, 17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a RKS protein. 



2. claims: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8-13, 15, 17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a ELS protein. 



3. claims: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12, 14-17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a NDR/NHL protein. 



4. claims: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, 17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a SBP/SPL protein. 



5. claims: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, 17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a RKS/ELS ligand protein. 



6. claims: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, 17 (all partially) 

A method for modulating a developmental pathway of a plant 
comprising modifying expression of a ligand protein for the 
complex claimed in claim 1. 



7. claims: 14, 16 

Method for providing resistance to a plant comprising 
modifying expression of a gene encoding a protein belonging 
to a signalling complex comprising NDR/NHL protein. 
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